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Is alan, Chap. lvii. Verſe the 1ſt. 


The Righteous periſbeth, and no Man layeth it to Heart; 
and merciful Men are taken away, none conſidering, that 
the Righteous is taken away from the Evil to come. 


"THOUGH the Care of Religion, and the great 


| Concernment of our Souls, ought always to be up- 
permoſt in our Hearts; yet it is undoubtedly certain, that 


there are ſome particular Times, in which ſuch Medita- | 
tions preſent themſelves to us with a ſtronger Influence than 


they carry at others. The Counſels of the {ſincereſt 


Friend; the Exhortations of the beſt Preacher; the juſteſt 


Reflections of a Man's own Mind, are very often indebted 
to ſome occaſional Circumſtances which attend them, for 
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74 1 | 

that — Impreſſion which they make upon us. 80 that, 
as Experience will convince us, that a Word in Seaſon can 
pacify Wrath; it hath alſo been oftentimes found equally 
effectual to remove Prejudices, to {ink deep into the Heart, 
and to bring forth good Fruit in Abundance. 


T avs, for Inſtance, either in the Times of any. nation- 
al Calamity, when the ſore Judgments of Gop are abroad 
in the Earth; or in the Times of any particular Diſtreſſes, 
which more immediately befall ourſelves: When we eat 
the Bread of Affliction, or lie upon the Bed of Sickneſs ; 
when the Hand of Death ſeemeth to draw near unto us; 
or hath juſt pulled away ſome favourite Prop, our beſt 
Friend, or our deareſt Acquaintance from us: In theſe, 
and in all ſuch Caſes, the Mind is naturally prepared for 
the beſt and the ſobereſt Impreſſions. Under ſuch Viſita- 
tions, a new Senſe of Providence exerts itſelf in us ; our 
| Apprehenſions begin to awake; our Hopes, to revive; a 
ſolemn, ſerious Temper, almoſt neceſſarily diſpoſeth us for 
2 Recollection: We look up to Gop as the Object of our 
Truſt; we fly to him, as to our only Deliverer and ſure 
Redeemer; we make haſte to offer up our Prayers, and to 
quicken our Repentance; until the Heart, already ſoftened 
by Grief or Compaſſion, ſoon melts away into a pious 


Tenderneſs, and compleats it in that godly Sarnen which 
is never to be repented of. 


To comply with theſe happy as and to TY 
them uſeful to us, was the original Deſign of all funeral 
Diſcourſes ;; not to render vain Compliments to the Dead, 

nor to load them with fulſome F e and falſe Ap- 

ü e But to keep alive in Us, who ſurvive them, a 


ſtrong 


1... 

ſtrong Senſe of Virtue; to urge Us on to the Imitation of 
thoſe Excellencies for which They are moſt deſervedly had 
in Honour; to remind Us, that We alſo ſhall one Day 
deſcend into the Duſt, and to warn Us to provide for it; 
and at the ſame Time that we are diligently labouring in 
the Courſe of our everlaſting Salvation, to lay up for Our- 
ſelves the ſame Treaſure of Praiſe from the Mouths of 
others, which we are ſo juſtly willing to beſtow upon 
Them. . IE 


Axp, confidered in this View, there is no Man but will 


acknowledge, that Diſcourſes of this Nature, may be of 


ſignal Uſe; as they give a new Weight to every Precept of 
Virtue ; as they take Advantage of the Mind at that Sea- 
fon, when it is moſt likely to be awake to good Purpoſes ; 


when its Attention is moſt fixed; and its Affections are 
moſt ſoftened ; and its Deciſions are moſt impartial ; and 


in a Word, when Senſe itſelf comes in to aſſiſt our Reſo- 


lutions, by convincing us in the plaineſt Inſtance, how 
little Reaſon we have to depend upon this Life, and how 
much to provide for another, 


Tun Loſs, which this Nation, and more eſpecially this 


Neighbourhood, hath ſo lately ſuſtained in the Death of 
one of its moſt valuable Members, will but too naturally 
ſuggeſt to us a proper Occaſion for ſuch Meditations; and 


to engage, and to conduct us in them, the Words of my 


Text ſeem very peculiarly fitted. 


Tux Righteous perifheth, and no Man layeth it to 


Heart; and merciful Men are taken away; none conſi- 
1 dering, 
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(61. 
dering, that the Righteous is taken away from the Evil to 


come. 7255 YH THONG 

8 TRE aitural Application of | which Words, will lead us 
to conſider, firſt, what kind Ends the Goodneſs of Gop 

| hath to anſwer by ſuch Diſpenſations : 3%%ͤ 


ANp ſecondly, what Impreſſion they ought to make up- = 
j VV 


Any fir ſt, the Text very plainly points out one. kind "TY 
Purpoſe which the Goodneſs of Gop hath in View by the 

Death of the Righteous ; namely, that they are removed 
out of this World in order to be taken away from the Evil 
to come. And this, ſurely, if negative Happineſs be of 
any Importance, muſt ſo far be a. Blefling : Becauſe, if 
Death be a parting from Life, it muſt alſo be a parting 
blem Miſery ; and every Objedion, we can raiſe againſt 
this World, from its Want of Happineſs, muſt ſo far juſtify 
the Kindneſs of Gop in taking us out of it. The natural 
Evils of Life come upon us ſo often, and diſtreſs us fo 
long; they are ſo hardly prevented, and ſo incapable of 
Remedy; they aſſault us in ſo many Shapes, and diſtra& 

us with ſuch Variety of Torments; that, were this World 
our only Stage of Exiſtence,” we ſhould hardly think it 
worth our while to tread it. It is true, indeed, the Provi- 


dence. of Gop hath ſo ordered, that although every fingle 


Perſon is ſubject to all theſe Evils, they do not All happen 
to any ſingle one: Yet it is equally true, that when the 
Caſe' is really brought home to us, 'we ſoon grow tired of 
our Situation, and would give up All we poſſeſs, to be rid 
of it. This is plain from the Conduct of * 

| - IS, 


SAR x 


When a Man ſees himſelf, or (that other Self) his deareſt 


Friend, in unremediable Diſtreſs ; when the Hand of Po- 
verty hath bound him down to the Duſt, or the Jaws of 


Famine are already opened to receive him : When he is wa- 


ſted with the Pinings of Diſeaſe, or writhed and torn with 


the ſad Anguiſh of Pain: How naturally does he cry out 


for the kind Healer, Death! And the ſame Self-love, which 
made him ſollicitous to preſerve his Being, now prompts 


him to wiſh for an End of that, and of his Sufferings to- 
cet . — 


On the other Hand, when the Comforts of Life flow in 
upon us, we are ſoon led to alter our Opinions. When a 
Man is poſſeſſed of Eaſe and Affluence, when the Pomps 


of Life court him, and its Pleaſures invite him ; when 
Health and Strength are in his right Hand, and Riches and 


Honours in his Left: Thus circumſtanced, We are all apt 


enough wy out with the Diſciple, © Maſter! it is Good 
“ for Us to be Here!” And that Death, which we ſollicit- 
ed as the Friend of Diſtreſs, we now look upon only with 
an Eye of Horror, N | NE 


Bor why? Is any earthly Happineſs built upon ſo ſure a 
Rock, that no Wind from Above can ſhake it? Is it impoſ- 
ſible the evil Hour ſhould approach, becauſe thou haſt not 
already felt it? How eaſily may the very Materials of your 
z Joy be made the Inſtruments of your Ruin? How often 


ath the Confidence of à good Conſtitution, proved the 
frſt Step to creating a bad one? How naturally does Plen- 
ty lead to Fullneſs? And how ſoon does Fullneſs produce a 
Surfeit? Who knows in what Nerve, the Armies of Pain 
may this Moment have prepared their Ambuſh ? And who 


fats e 
can tell, but the my Breeze which fans his Banquet, may 
blow up a Fire in his Veins, and ſet his Blood a boiling ? 
Surely, therefore, in ſuch a State, there is as much Merc 
in preventing an Agony, as there is in curing it: And if, 
after we have long ſuffered Torture, and ſeverely ſmarted 
under it, we are willing to count our Deliverance a Rleſſ- 
ing; ought we not, at leaſt, to be as thankful for eſcaping 
ſuch a Weight of Miſery ; for avaiding ſuch ſtrong Tryals 
of our Patience, and lying down in Peace without them ? 


I avs been the longer on this Head, becauſe, indeed, 

it is little conſidered; and becauſe every Objection againſt 
the Divine Goodneſs on the one Side, will ſerve equally to 

"op & + Tm oy 


As the Death of a righteous Man, ſerves to deliver him 
from the Evils, which may affect his Body or his Fortune 
ſo does it take him away from another and a worſe Sort of 
Evils to come, which more | peculiarly affect his Mind: 
Buch, I mean, as ariſe from the Machinations of others a- 
gainſt him: Such, from which no Strength, no Grandeur, 
can defend him: Which the Innocence, nay, which the 
Excellence of his Heart, is ſo far from being a Guard a- 
gainſt, that they ſerve only to encreaſe them. So that, 
the greater his Station, and the more uſeful his Abilities 
are, the more he is ſure te be made the Mark of Obloquy : 
And the better he is both diſpoſed. ,and' enabled to make o- 
thers more happy, the more induſtrious and eager will they 
be to make him the leſs ſo; This is a Caſe, which howe- 
ver Strange it may appear upon the firſt View, the Expe- 
rience of the World will aſſure us is by no Means uncom- 
mon. For it is a fad Truth, that a ſuperior Virtue will 
150 e always 


[9 41 
always 17 its Poſſeſſor open to Envy: And he, that envies 


Excellence of any Kind, will as 1 traduce the Man 
who wears it. 


Tuxkr are, however, two Circumſtances, wherein the 
fatal Effects of this Fury are moſt eminently obſerved to 
appear: When a private Faction aſſumes the Name of 
publick Good; and, when a bigotted Zeal uſurps the 
Character of true Religion. In both theſe Caſes (and ſure- 
ly we have already had but too much Occaſion to lament 
the ſad Effects of the one; and Gop knows how ſoon, for 
our Sins, the Madneſs of the other may be let looſe againſt 
us) in both theſe Caſes, the more upright a Man is in his 
own Heart, the more open he lies to the Wounds of Ca- 
lumny, and the Slanders of others: And the more ſincere- 
ly his Intentions are dedicated to the Service of Virtue and 
the Good of Mankind, the more quick will be the An- 
guiſh he mult feel, from the Oppoſition to his beſt Schemes 
for the one, and the Diſappointment of his beſt Hopes for 
the other. I ſhall need to ſay no more upon this Subject: 
A generous Mind will eaſily paint to itſelf, the Diſtreſs 
which a good Man muſt feel upon ſuch Occaſions: And a 
baſe Mind will be fo far from reliſhing ſuch a Deſcription, 
that it hath neither the Strength, nor the Delicacy, tc to com- 
prehend . 


I Have hitherto ed Death, only a as it is, the 
leaving this World: Let us now view it, as it is our firſt 
Step or Entrance into another; and ſet us in this Caſe alſo 
ſee, what thoſe Evils to come are, from which the divine 
Goodneſs takes away the Righteous. And theſe are evi- 
dently, ſuch as concern his H Happinel 1 in the Life to come, 


3 9 and 


1 x 
and his eternal Welfare. For, as ſoon as the Soul is divi-. 
ded from the Body, the State of Tryal is quite over; and 
when the few Years, which were allotted for our Probation 
here, are once pafc, as we can do nothing to promote our 
Salvation, ſo neither can we do any Thing to leſſen or to 
retard it. A long Life is indeed commonly reputed a great 
Blefling ; becauſe, the longer we live, the more Oppor- 
tunities we have of improving in Virtue, and working out 
for ourſelves, by that Progreſs, a greater Degree of Hap- 
poineſs. But then we are to conſider, that as our Oppor- 
tunities multiply on the one Hand, ſo our Temptations in- 
creaſe with an equal Proportion on the other. The Truth 
is, conſidered in itſelf, neither a long Life is a Bleſſing ; 
nor a ſhort one, a Curſe. That, which ſtamps the true 
Value on either, is our Uſe of it. The longeſt Life, con- 
ſumed in Folly, will but lay a broader Foundation for fu- 
ture Mifery ; and the ſhorteſt Life, properly employed, 
will ſecure to us an Entrance into everlaſting Happineſs. 
A good Man, therefore, would modeſtly with, that his 
Circle of Duration ſhould not be too wide extended. Be- 
_ cauſe, the ſame Years, which enlarge his Occaſions of do- 
ing Good, will alſo bring with them new Temptations of 
doing Evil. In the Warfare of Virtue, as in every other, 
fad Ex, erience ſhews us, that the Battle is not always to 
the ſtrong; and they, even They, who have long been 
Conquerors, have yet, upon . ſome fatal Occaſions, been 
unhappily vanquiſhed. Perhaps a fond Confidence of 
their Strength, may have lulled them into Security; and 
the Contempt of an Bnemy, over whom they had triumph- 
ed ſo often, may have proved the very Cauſe of their being 
beaten at laſt. Surely, therefore, when the Prize is ſo im- 
portant, the earlieſt Victory is both the happieſt * * 
 fafeſt ; 


ſo ſeaſonably interpoſes, at once to reſcue him from all the 


[ xx ] 
ſafeſt: And no Man would wiſh to be called out to a ſe- 
cond Battle, who had ſo well ſecured his everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs in the firſt: Becauſe he is not only out of Danger 
from a Defeat, but ſecure of his Glory; and not only his 
Pardon is ſealed in Heaven, but he is going to the Polleſſ- 

on of his Reward. | 


IsnAII mention but one Circumſtance more, which ts- - 
quires our particular Attention, and which the Divine 
Goodneſs hath Reſpect to, in taking away the Righteous 
from the Evil to come : I mean, when the Luxury and the 
Wantonneſs of a People, have provoked him to ſend forth 
his Judgments among them, whether it be for their A- 
mendment or for their Deſtruction. In both Caſcs, it is ea- 
ſy to conceive, that a long Chain of ſucceſſive angry Pro- 
vidences muſt make an Appearance peculiarly terrible ta 
the Eye of a good Man; and therefore we cannot but con- 
ſider it as an Act of Mercy, when the kind Hand of Goo 


Weight of Pain, and all the Terrors of Temptation; 


I cont now to e what Impreſſions the Death of 
ſuch Perſons ought to leave upon Us; and under all ſuch 
Diſpenſations, how neceſſary it is, that we ſhould lay them 
to Heart. It is remarkable, that the Character which is 
deſcribed in the firſt Words of the Text, under the Name of 
the Righteous, is, immediately after, explained by the Ti- 
tle of To Merciful : And ſurely, no one can al; wh if the 
Prophet expreſſes ſome Surprize, that a Circumſtance where- 
in ſo many muſt be intereſted, ſhould affect fo few. The 
Death of any Perſon (be his Situation what it will) ought 
to ſuggeſt to us the moſt ſober Conſideration : But the 
3 : Death 


[88] - 
Death of a General Benefactor, not only ſuggeſts to us a 
ſerious Attention, but calls for it. It even ai it upon 
us; and one would imagine, we could not help thinking 
deeply upon ſuch an Occaſion, whether we would or no. 
Becauſe, in this Caſe, we not only ſee the Sentence of Mor- 
ality; but we alſo feel it: A Part, perhaps the moſt valu- 
able Part, of ourſelves, is lopped off by it. The Hunger, 
which was fed; the Nakedneſs, which was cloathed; the 
Neceſſities, which were relieved ; and the Labour, which 
was ſupported: The Tears of the Orphan, and the Cries 
of the Diſtreſſed ; the kind, but unfiniſhed Schemes for ſo- 
cial Happineſs; the young Hope of Induſtry, and the 
dumb Complainings of modeſt Merit: All theſe are pre- 
ſent to our View. And is it not ſtrange, if amidſt ſo ma- 
ny Remembrancers, we ſhould forget to reflect on ſo recent 
a Loſs, whereby we are likely to ſuffer ſo deeply? We at 
leaſt; we, who not only were the Witneſſes, but the Sha- 
rers of his Bounty, ought Ever to remember it: And He, 
| who does not purpoſely forget it, will find it hard not to 
lay it to Heart. „ 3 = 5 


Ir is but a very ſmall Period of Time, ſince this Place 
was accounted the Joy of the whole Country. But alas! 
what a dreadful Chaſm has that ſmall Period opened to our 
View ! This Neighbourhood, which was the Glory of the 

Kingdom | the Envy of Many! and the Wiſh of all! how 
is it fallen away ! ſo that we may well apply to it what the 
Prophet tells us of the Enemies of Judah; and may fay of 

a very few Years paſt, as he does of their Multitude of Ar- 
mies: The Land before them was as the Garden of Eden, 
« but behind them a deſolate Wilderneſs.” | 


IT 
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Ir is not kind, it is not always indeed right, to threats 
en us with the Wrath of Gop upon ſuch Occaſions: But 
certainly, however unfit it may be to deal about his Judg- 
ments, it cannot be improper to give Warning. It cannot 
be improper to lay before us the true State of our preſent 

Condition; nor to remind us, that if there ſhould be a Ne- 
cCeſſity for a Man to ſtand up between us and the Gulph of 
Licentiouſneſs, true Liberty hath loſt at leaſt one good 
Friend, who might tell not only how to keep, but how to 


Wurrnnsx this, in a political View, be neceſſary or not 
to take Notice of, certainly, in a religious View, we are 
all called upon to attend it: And when we have ſeen ſo 
many of the Righteous, in ſo ſhort a Space, taken away 
from amongſt us, it will be but Prudence in us, to conſider 
what Evil there may be to come; and by a ſincere Repen- 
tance and timely Reformation, to provide for it, and guard 
_—_— eee e e 
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